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The theory of relativity transformed theoretical physics and astronomy during the 20th
century. When first published, relativity superseded a 200-year-old theory of mechan-
ics created primarily by Isaac Newton.[1]
In the field of physics, relativity improved the science of elementary particles and their
fundamental interactions, along with ushering in the nuclear age. With relativity, cos-
mology and astrophysics predicted extraordinary astronomical phenomena such as
neutron stars, black holes, and gravitational waves. . . . . .
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